A LIFE OF
FRANCIS PARKMAN
CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTORY
IF we seek to trace Francis Parkman's individuality to its source in any of his ancestors, WQ shall be disappointed. Whether regarded as the outcome of his antecedents or as a member of his community, he was an original man, marked indeed by some of the strongest antipathies for the nature, training, and pursuits of his progenitors. Like many other distinguished New Englanders, he sprang from a clerical family, all members of the early Puritan colonies. Many of them were people of energy, capacity, and position; a goodly number were scholars and divines graduated from Harvard College.1
1 Mr. Parkman's descent in the paternal line, through eight generations, is as follows:
1.   Thomas Parkman, of Sidniouth, Devon, England.
2.   Elias Parkman, born in England, settled in Dorchester, Massachusetts,
1633, married Bridget-----.
3.   Elias, h. in Dorchester, Mass., 1635, m. Sarah Trask, of Salem.
4.   William, b. in Salem, Mass., 1658, m. Eliza Adams, of Boston.
5.   Ebenezer, b. in Boston, 1703, minister at Westborough, Mass., nu
(2d) Hannah Breck.